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wealth of their trade into English pockets. As a result,
after recovering from the first shock of war, and later from
the initial damage of the introduction of the Continental
System, there was a fairly constant expansion of British
trade. In 1792 its total volume, import and export,
amounted to £44,500,000, but by 1800 the figure had been
raised to nearly £74,000,000, an increase of 65 per cent.1
from which, of course, allowance has to be made for the rise
in prices. By 1810 exports alone were worth nearly
£48,500,000.2 The amount of shipping cleared from English
ports in 1792 was 1,736,000 tons: the effect of the war was to
reduce this considerably, but by 1796 that figure was again
reached, and by 1800 had increased to 2,130,000 tons.
From then until the end of the war this amount was almost
maintained except in 1808: in 1809 the figure was passed,
and in 1814 the shipping cleared amounted to 2,446,000
tons. The war had the effect of reducing the shipping of
English vessels and increasing that of neutrals; apart from
1802, the year of peace, English shipping did not reach the
figure of 1,561,000 tons of 1792 until rSxo, whilst neutral
shipping showed a steady increase from 175,000 tons in
1792 to 414,000 tons in 1799, to 568,000 tons in 1806, falling
rapidly at the first imposition of the Continental System
in 1808, rising to 1,138,000 tons in 1810 at the height of that
System, and falling again to 571,000 tons in 1814.
England emerged triumphant from the greatest war of her
history: but her triumph had been dearly bought. For dearly
twenty years the energies of the nation had been diverted 1>013ght-
into the struggle with France. The end of the war, therefore,
saw England burdened with a National Debt of £861,000,000:
her population had to bear increasing taxation, privation
and poverty. More than that, all reforms had been sus-
pended and a reign of vicious repression had been main-
tained. The Industrial Revolution was altering the social
and economic constitution of the country, was inflicting
considerable distress upon parts of the population, and was
1	Mahan, Infltience of Sea Power on French RevoL and
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